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Cultural Application Day 
This assignment is worth 5 points of your general participation grade (Completing the 

assignment earns you these points) 
 
Now that you wield the Magic 8 Ball of rhetorical criticism, you can ask it many questions 
about American culture. In other words, this class helps you develop the skills of 
understanding and evaluating American culture through rhetorical means. For this assignment, 
you will choose one rhetorical artifact to analyze in a 2-3 minute presentation to the class and 
you will then field one question about it from a peer. A rhetorical artifact means any cultural 
“text”: a current or past event, movement, encounter, pop culture phenomenon, or symbol. This 
assignment is formatted as a “Show and Tell,” so we will sit in a circle and you will tell us about 
your artifact. You can bring a handout. 
 
Please practice so that you remain on time. I will time the presentations. 
 
To analyze this artifact, you should filter the artifact through one rhetorical lens. By rhetorical 
lens, I mean one concept (rhetorical situation, pathos, narrative, feminine style, ideograph, 
ideology, enthymeme, etc.). Your goal is to explain to the class how the artifact is culturally 
significant. 
 
Examples: How might we read Adele’s “Hello” through “narrative as argumentation”? What 
narratives does the video tell and why is that significant? How might we understand the 
Canadian Prime Minister’s “gender equal” cabinet appointments? Is it about representation and 
ideology? Why does Obama have a “kid president” as part of his PR campaign? What effect does 
it have on his ethos and thus how people relate to the US? In what ways is #alllivesmatter an 
ideograph? 
 
Be creative and have fun! 
 

Speaking Order 
 

W 4/27 CULTURAL 
APPLICATION DAY 

TBD: Sign the Sign-Up Sheet on 
Google Drive  

F 4/29 CULTURAL 
APPLICATION DAY   

M  5/2 CULTURAL 
APPLICATION DAY   

 
 


