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CMS 317C: SPEECH IN AMERICAN CULTURE 
The University of Texas at Austin 

Spring 2016 
 
Instructor: Marnie M. Ritchie      Course Time: MWF 12-1 
Email: mmritchie@utexas.edu     Course Location: BMC 3.204 
Office Hours: W 10-11, F 11-noon and by appt.   Course Unique #: 07325 
Office Location: CMA 5.150 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course is a selective history of how speechmaking has shaped the politics and culture of the United 
States from 1776 to the present. The focus of the course is the struggle over the meanings of democracy and 
what it means to be a citizen. While there are one or two non-speeches included in our reading, the emphasis 
is on oratory. By examining significant speeches addressing issues such as government, the economy, 
international affairs, race, gender, and technology, this course attempts to develop a rhetorical appreciation 
for how democracy has been delimited and expanded throughout this country’s history. We will ask such 
questions as: Who are we as Americans? What are our values? What image have we created for ourselves?  
What image do we wish to project to others? What assumptions do we make about ourselves? How does our 
self-image contribute to our social life and political policy? 
 
This course carries the Writing Flag. Writing Flag courses are designed to give students experience with 
writing in an academic discipline. In this class, you can expect to write regularly during the semester, 
complete substantial writing projects, and receive feedback from your instructor to help you improve your 
writing. You will also have the opportunity to revise one or more assignments, and you may be asked to read 
and discuss your peers’ work. You should therefore expect a substantial portion of your grade to come from 
your written work. Writing Flag classes meet the Core Communications objectives of Critical Thinking, 
Communication, Teamwork, and Personal Responsibility, established by the Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board. 
 
COURSE MATERIALS 
- A packet of rhetorical criticism and speech texts (@ Jenn’s Copy for ~$35, Guadalupe & Dean Keeton) 
- Online readings announced in class and posted to Canvas 
 
COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 
Each of the course assignments requires detailed instructions that I will provide in class throughout the 
semester. These instructions will include an explanation of the point distribution. 
 
Paper: An Original Work of Rhetorical Criticism     145 pts.  
You will choose one of the “Top 100 Speeches of the 20th Century” from the American Rhetoric Website 
(http://www.americanrhetoric.com) and analyze it based on what you learn in this course about rhetorical 
criticism. You may work with one co-author. Your analysis must include: 

1) An argument for the significance of the speech—Why is it worthy of analysis?  
2) A brief account of the historical situation in which the speech occurred—What was going on at the 
time in America’s political or social world?  
3) A close reading of the rhetorical strategies that the speaker employs—Does the author respond 
well to the rhetorical situation? Use constitutive rhetoric? Etc.  
4) An assessment of the effectiveness of the speech—Does the format and style of speech fit with its 
intended purpose?  
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You will work on this paper throughout the semester, turning in different parts at different times; more 
information about this process and specific requirements will be provided by me throughout the semester. 
The paper should be in APA or MLA style, double-spaced, 1-inch margins, 5-7 pages long, and is due on the 
last day of class (December 4). (Rationale 25pts + Thesis 25pts + Paper 75pts + Presentation 20pts = 145pts) 
 
Exams 1 & 2             200 pts. 
The two exams are mostly short essay, with a few multiple-choice questions. The material covered on the 
exams will come directly from the speeches we read and the rhetorical terms and political ideas we discuss in 
class. (100pts + 100pts = 200pts) 
 
Participation             110 pts.  
In order to earn participation points, you are expected not only to be present, but to contribute to class 
discussion, oral/written critiques of speeches, practice/impromptu speeches, and other activities. Classroom 
discussions offer a unique opportunity to “unpack” how discourse has shaped the landscape and character of 
the government and citizens of the United States. To analyze the complex set of values, beliefs, laws, and 
narratives that contribute to the process of “making” America requires students to be fully present in class. 
Therefore, I allocate 25 generic participation points that will be used at the end of the semester to assess your 
overall participation in the course. As long as you attend class and contribute on a regular basis to the class 
conversation you can expect to receive all 25 points. In addition to this general participation grade, your 
participation will be assessed in three other ways: 
 
1) Critique of Rhetorical Criticism Journal Article - You will choose one essay of rhetorical criticism (under 
the Canvas module entitled “Rhetorical Criticism Essays”), read it carefully, and answer the following 
questions in writing (typed, double-spaced, full sentences, etc.): What is the thesis of the essay? What 
rhetorical theories does the essay use or create? How is the essay structured (it may help to note major 
headings and write out a brief description of each paragraph in the margins to more easily evaluate how the 
essay flows)? And finally, offer your own critique of the thesis, structure of the essay, and the essay’s overall 
clarity. In class, you will form a group with those who critiqued the same article as you and present a brief 
discussion of your article. You will be graded primarily on your written work, but may lose points if you do 
not participate in the discussion. (25pts) 

 
2) Reflection Quizzes - On four random days throughout the semester, we will begin class with a short 
reflection quiz. These quizzes will ask specific questions about the day’s assigned reading and your own 
thoughts on it. Your answers should refer specifically to the reading and demonstrate your in-depth 
understanding. Since this course does not have an attendance requirement, these quizzes serve as an 
alternative reward for active (and prepared) participation. (4 x 10pts = 40pts) 
 
3) Peer Review - The purpose of peer reviewing is to improve the writing of your peers as well as your own.  
Peer reviewing helps us to understand writing as a process, judge writing as a means of reaching explicit 
rhetorical goals, and provide clear and meaningful feedback on a written document. On two mandatory class 
days, you will be responsible for reviewing the work of your peers in class.  If you are not in class you will 
receive a zero on the assignment. The quality of your feedback will be evaluated. More instruction on how to 
give feedback will be given in class. (2 x 10pts = 20pts) 
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GRADING 
Grades are determined based on the number of points earned out of a maximum of 455 points. There is no 
extra credit given in this class, and there will be no rounding or curving of grades. This course does not 
award plus and minus grades. Final grades are calculated as follows: 
 

A 409-455 
B 364-408 
C 318-363 
D 273-317 
F 0-272 

 
COURSE POLICIES 
All written assignments must be typed. Late work will not be accepted unless prior arrangements have been 
made with me. 
 
Readings must be completed on the day they are listed on the course schedule. Be sure to read the speeches 
and theoretical writings, and take notes while reading; lectures are intended to complement (not duplicate) 
that information. Do your best to approach a text with an open mind toward a given author’s disposition. 
This means trying to understand the “rhetorical moves” of a speech, which is typically more time-consuming 
than comprehending an author’s message. Give each speech a generous reading! 
 
Discussion of Graded Assignments 
It is your right and responsibility to take an active interest in how you are evaluated in this or any class.  
When you discuss grades with me, be prepared to make a well-developed case regarding the evaluation. 
Your argument must be related to your assignment as presented, and based on how it compares with the 
criteria for the assignment (not how hard you tried, how you think it compares with someone else’s work, or 
how it will affect your final grade in the class or GPA). Any grade appeals must occur no sooner than 24 
hours after but no later than ONE WEEK after receiving the evaluation.  
 
Attendance  
This course is heavily discussion based. Failure to engage in class dialogue on a regular basis will result in a 
lower participation grade (see participation point distribution above). In addition, failure to attend class on 
presentation days will result in a 5-point deduction (for each missed class) from your grade at the end of the 
semester. In order to be excused, you must provide documentation for all absences within a week of their 
occurrence. Doctor’s appointments should be scheduled at another time. 
 
I take attendance by passing around an attendance sheet at the beginning of class. Failure to sign the 
attendance sheet results in my marking you absent. You should be respectful of the class by arriving on time. 
 
You are permitted TWO unexcused absences from class throughout the semester. These cannot be on days 
that you have exams, peer review, work due, or a paper presentation. It is your responsibility to get notes 
from a classmate. If you use one of these absences on a quiz day, you will receive no credit on the quiz. 
 
Academic Integrity  
People and ideas must be treated with respect. Please avoid disruptive behavior that makes it difficult to 
accomplish our mutual objectives. University standards regulating academic integrity (e.g., cheating, 
plagiarism, etc.) are strictly enforced. Infractions may result in a zero for the assignment, a failing grade in 
the course, or further disciplinary action. These standards can be confusing, but it is your responsibility as a 
member of the University community to understand them. They are available here: 
 
http://deanofstudents.utexas.edu/sjs/acint_student.php 
http://uts.cc.utexas.edu/~rhart/courses/materials/plagiarism/ 
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Plagiarism is a serious offense in this course. Using the words and ideas of others is borrowing something 
from those individuals.  It is always necessary to identify the original source of supporting information; you 
must cite the source of any material, quoted or paraphrased, used in your presentation.  Proper 
documentation requires a bibliography of any outside texts you have consulted, including both traditional 
sources and online sources. 
 
Putting your name on a piece of work indicates that the work is yours and that the praise or criticism is due 
to you and no one else. Putting your name on a piece of work in which any part is not yours, is plagiarism—
unless the borrowed thought or wording is clearly marked and the work is fully identified. Keep in mind that 
plagiarism is a form of theft. Taking words, phrasing, or sentence structure, or any other element of another 
person’s ideas, and using them as if they were your own, is stealing.  Simply paraphrasing the work of 
another without acknowledging the information source is also plagiarism.  Merely restating another 
individual’s ideas in different words does not make the ideas yours. ALL assignments are to be your original 
work. Using papers or presentations from previous semesters or other classes, even if they are your own, is 
still considered plagiarism. 
 
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)  
The ADA is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for 
persons with disabilities. Among other things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be 
guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation. The University of Texas at 
Austin offers support services for students with documented physical or psychological disabilities. Any 
students with a disability should visit with the instructor after requesting reasonable accommodations 
through the Service for Students with Disabilities: http://www.utexas.edu/diversity/ddce/ssd/.   
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
(Subject to change with sufficient advance notice.) 

 
Date Speaker/Topic/Activity Readings Assignments 

W  1/20 Introduction to the Course   

F   1/22 Political & Rhetorical 
Considerations 

Brummett: Introduction to Reading 
Rhetorical Theory  

M  1/25 NO CLASS  
  

W  1/27 Political & Rhetorical 
Foundations 

1) Aristotle: “Rhetoric,” Parts 1-3 
2) Bitzer: “Rhetorical Situation”  

F  1/29 Rhetoric & Argument 
Rhetoric & Form 

1) Hart: “Analyzing Argument” 
2) Hart: “Analyzing Form”  

The Political Development of the United States: States’ Rights vs. The Nation 

M  2/1 Thomas Jefferson 
James Madison 

1) Declaration of Independence  
2) Bill of Rights 
3) Federalist Paper #10 

 

W  2/3 George Washington Farewell Address  

F  2/5 Abraham Lincoln Gettysburg Address  

M 2/8 John C. Calhoun On Reception of the Abolition 
Petitions  

W  2/10 Frederick Douglass What to the Slave is the Fourth of 
July?  

The Nation, The Corporation, and Citizen’s Rights 

F  2/12 PEER REVIEW DAY  DUE: Rationale Draft 
(1 print copy) 

M  2/15 Andrew Carnegie 
Eugene Debs 

1) Wealth 
2) The Issue 

DUE: Rationale 
(1 print copy) 

W  2/17 Mario Cuomo 
1) Tale of Two Cities 
2) Fisher: “Reaffirmation & 
Subversion” 

 

F  2/19 Franklin Delano Roosevelt Commonwealth Club Address  

M  2/22 GROUP DISCUSSIONS  DUE: Journal Article 
Critique (1 print copy) 

America’s Role in the World 
 

W  2/24 Theodore Roosevelt The New Nationalism  

F  2/26 William J. Bryan 
Elie Wiesel 

1) Imperialism 
2) The Perils of Indifference  

M  2/29 EXAM REVIEW DAY   

W  3/2 EXAM ONE   

F 3/4 Ronald Reagan Evil Empire  

M  3/7 George W. Bush Second Inaugural Address  

W  3/9 CRITICISM WORKSHOP   
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What it Means to Be a Citizen 

F  3/11 Sojourner Truth Ain’t I a Woman?  

M-F 14-18 NO CLASS: Spring Break   

M  3/21 Susan B. Anthony Is it a Crime?  

W  3/23 Martin Luther King, Jr. I’ve Been to the Mountain Top  

F  3/25 Malcolm X The Ballot or the Bullet  

M  3/28 Cesar Chavez The Mexican-American and the 
Church  

W  3/30 Barbara Jordan Who Will Speak for the Common 
Good?  

Turning Points: Visions of America 

F  4/1 PEER REVIEW DAY  
DUE: Thesis/Outline 

Draft 
(1 print copy) 

M  4/4 Patrick J. Buchanan Culture Wars  

W  4/6 Melvin Boozer Withdrawal from the VP Nomination  

F  4/8 Mitt Romney Faith in America  

M  4/11 Barack Obama The Audacity of Hope 
DUE: Final 

Thesis/Outline 
(1 print copy) 

W  4/13 CRITICISM WORKSHOP   

F 4/15 PAPER 
PRESENTATIONS   

M  4/18 PAPER 
PRESENTATIONS   

W  4/20 PAPER 
PRESENTATIONS   

F  4/22 PAPER 
PRESENTATIONS   

M 4/25 PAPER 
PRESENTATIONS   

W 4/27 CULTURAL 
APPLICATION DAY   

F 4/29 CULTURAL 
APPLICATION DAY   

M  5/2 CULTURAL 
APPLICATION DAY   

W 5/4 EXAM REVIEW DAY   

F  5/6 EXAM 2  
DUE: Final Papers 

(On Canvas by end of 
the day) 

 
 


