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This class provides an overview of how gender and communica-
tion relate in social and cultural contexts. Focusing on contem-
porary American culture, we will explore how communication 
enables and constrains performances of gender and sexuality in 
everyday life. The course explores vocabulary, media, institutions, 
and the body. We will consider a variety of communicative phe-
nomena, including the #metoo movement, trans* liberation, dad-
bods, Hillary, campus bathrooms, microaggressions, white tears, 
and how students “do gender” in their lives.

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION

• A physical notebook of your 
choosing

• SCUM Manifesto by Valerie 
Solanas. New York: Verso. 2004. 
ISBN: 1859845533.

• Articles and Book Chapter pdf’s 
posted on Sakai; bring to class 
(printed or digital copy)

Dr. Marnie Ritchie
ritchiem@plu.edu
Office: Ingram 129

Wednesdays 2 - 5 pm in Ingram 129

Also available by appointment; 
email me

SOFTWARE USED
Video Production
Sound Editing
YouTube (Class page)

GENDER AND COMMUNICATION
CLASS INFORMATION
Time: MWF 9:15 am - 10: 20 am
Location: Ingram 115B

REQUIRED MATERIALS

OFFICE HOURS

COURSE DESCRIPTION

COURSE OBJECTIVES
• Build a vocabulary to speak to gender and communication in 

everyday life
• Critically analyze media texts and contemporary political 

issues related to gender and sexuality
• Apply a number of different lenses to the study of gender and 

communication
• Produce media about gender and communication to educate or 

persuade a public

For some classes (noted on the 
Course Schedule), we will meet in 
the Communication Computer Lab 
in Ingram 115A.

COMPUTER LAB
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ASSIGNMENTS

READINGS
Readings should be done before class, and students should bring the readings to class. Students will have 
the chance to choose one course reading per section. I will take suggestions in a GoogleDoc well in ad-
vance of each day, and then students will anonymously vote for which reading they’d prefer.
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ASSIGNMENTS (CONTINUED)

100 pointsATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION
Class attendance is required, and participation is essential in a class about contemporary cultural and 
political issues. I welcome any and all perspectives in class.

90-100 – Creative insights and questions, risked speaking in class on a regular basis, consistent evidence  
of preparedness, generous openness to other perspectives, completed all open notes takeaways with ex-
cellent insights and questions
80-89 – Adequate thought and effort in class participation, mostly reliable evidence of preparedness, 
curiosity concerning other perspectives, completed most open notes takeaways
70-79 – Present in class but little participation, adequate preparedness, acknowledgment of differing 
opinions, completed some open notes takeaways
60-69 – Absences from class that affected participation, visible unpreparedness, little acknowledgement 
of differing opinions, completed few open notes takeaways
0-59 – Student interfered with peers’ learning, disrespectful of class atmosphere, consistent and visible 
unpreparedness, completed no open notes takeaways

In lieu of quizzes and exams, we will do 10-minute open notes takeaways, which constitute part of your 
participation grade. You will be responsible for writing down two takeaways from the reading/listening 
for the week and two questions you have. These will be graded on the basis of depth of reading/listening, 
identification of main claims within the reading/listening, and creativity and relevance of questions.

50 pointsSENATE DEBATE MEDIA COVERAGE
PLU is hosting a Senate debate on October 6th. For this assignment, students will do a brief write-up 
about how media covers the debate through gendered frames, according to your opinion. Make an ar-
gument. You are not required to attend the event, but it is strongly encouraged that you attend a Watch 
Party. Find one article about the debate and analyze its gendered language using one concept from the 
course in a one-page, double-spaced written analysis turned in at the start of class.

50 pointsPISSAR BATHROOM SURVEY
At the end of the Simone Chess, et. al., reading “Calling All Bathroom Revolutionaries!” there is a sur-
vey created by an activist coalition People in Search of Safe and Accessible Restrooms (PISSAR). For 
this assignment, students will go to one bathroom on the PLU campus and fill in the three-page survey. 
We will then discuss these surveys together as a class.
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ASSIGNMENTS (CONTINUED)

20 each; 200 points totalGENDER PERFORMATIVITY JOURNAL
For this course, you’ll generate ten journal entries about gender performativity in your own daily life. 
These journal entries are confidential (between you and me). The point of the journal is to read the way 
you “do gender,” meaning how you enact your own gendered agency. What are you enabled to do? What 
are you constrained to do? These are due Wednesday by the start of class each week (except #9 due one 
day earlier and #10 due one day later); I’ll collect them and return them Friday. Entries should be two 
paragraphs long (approximately 150-200 words, though you may write more). They will be assessed on 
the basis of substantive engagement with the complexities of gender, illustrations of gender performativi-
ty, length, and writing style.

50 each; 100 points totalREPRESENTATIONS OF GENDER
For this assignment, you will work in teams of two to create two short video vignettes that show a pattern 
of common representation of gender in the media. These will be in-lab assignments designed for you to 
have a product to show and to help prepare for the final digital assignment. These vignettes will revolve 
around gender in public election-politics and the American home. Within the video, students will high-
light 3-4 features of a rhetorical form, or a consistent pattern by which we talk about gender and sexuali-
ty. The videos should be two minutes max in length. We will post these on the class YouTube page. They 
will be assessed according to demonstration of the common form and identification of rhetorical features.

500 points totalFINAL ASSIGNMENT: “I HAVE A QUESTION” VIDEO
It has becoming more commonplace for news sites to offer short (3-5 minute) segments that ruminate on 
one specific, pressing social question using current research. These videos debunk myths about gender, 
spread awareness about gender identity, and query the influence of pop culture artifacts. For this assign-
ment, you will write, direct, and edit such a video. The video will be public-facing, meaning you should 
know your intended audience before you create it. The video can be informative or persuasive.

The project asks you to consider the fundamentals of communication: How will you structure your 
video? Who is your intended audience? What tone do you hope to strike? How do you hope your video 
changes public opinions and perceptions? How will you find, use, and deliver the best information?

This assignment will be staggered: topic selection (approved with me), video editing skills, audio editing 
skills, 2-page double-spaced research proposal (100 points), peer review in class (100 points), final video 
(300 points), posting video on class YouTube page, and post-production engagement. We will have a lot 
of time to work on these together in class.

Examples of questions: Why have more women been running for office this election cycle? Does toxic 
masculinity hurt men? Should tampons be taxed? What is the purpose of Janelle Monáe’s queer, female, 
black aesthetics? I encourage your creativity!
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Grade Breakdown:
Participation:    100 points
PISSAR Bathroom Survey:  50 points
Senate Debate Coverage Analysis: 50 points
Lab: Representations of Gender: 100 points
Gender Performativity Journal: 200 points
Final “I Have a Question” Video: 500 points

Point total:     1,000 points

GRADING

Alison Bechdel. Bechdel Test, c. 1985; from Dykes to Watch Out For.
(c) Allison Bechdel, https://www.dailyserving.com/2015/11/bechdel-test-movie-night-foxy-brown/

Explanation of Assessment:
A work is exemplary. It goes above and beyond 
expectations for assignments.
B work exceeds expectations for assignments.
C work meets expectations.
D work meets most expectations but falls short on 
some.
E work does not meet expectations for assigned 
work.

Please wait 24 hours before speaking with me about any graded assignments.
Any grade complaints must be submitted within seven days of receiving the grade in writing.
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COURSE POLICIES

Your personal well-being is essential to your performance in college. I understand that students fall be-
hind in work, because you adjust to new responsibilities and unexpected life events. I ask that you come 
speak with me earlier rather than later about any felt-inability to complete assignments or any event for 
which you might need additional resources beyond class. I encourage you to contact the Center for Stu-
dent Success, which can connect you to resources on campus like the Counseling Center, Health Center, 
Campus Ministry, and Center for Gender Equity. The main hub of the CSS is located on the first floor of 
the Mortvedt Library building. You can contact them by email (success@plu.edu) or phone (253-535-
8870).

SELF-CARE

ADD/DROP
You are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, academic renewal, 
and similar topics found at https://www.plu.edu/registrar/curriculum-management/.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
All graded work must be the original work of the student claiming credit for it, with proper credit given 
to outside sources via citations. Students who use unoriginal work or permit another student to use their 
work will receive a grade of “F” for the course. Students who are uncertain as to what constitutes plagia-
rism should consult with me. For more information, please see PLU’s statement on Academic Integrity: 
www.plu.edu/academics/integ.html.

ASSIGNMENTS
Assignments should be completed when they are due, according to the course schedule. Written work, 
unless otherwise specified, should be in Times New Roman, 12-pt font, double-spaced format.

LAPTOPS
I allow laptops in class, and I put considerable trust in students that you use them responsibly.

RIGHT TO DATA PRIVACY
We will post assignments on a class YouTube page, which will be public. I consider your right to data 
privacy important. If you feel that posting something with your name would invite unwanted public atten-
tion, you are welcome to use a pseudonym and share it with me.

MEDIA RESOURCES
For this class, you will produce video media. For your convenience, the Mortvedt Library has a Design 
Lab with six work stations. While we will have a lot of time to work on the final assignment together as a 
class, the Design Lab has all the software you’ll need.
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COURSE POLICIES

In this class, we will discuss sensitive topics, including sexual assault, rape, and other forms of gender vi-
olence. As such, this classroom is an inclusive space. Here are a few best practices for ensuring our space 
is actively inclusive:
• Address one another with preferred pronouns and do not assume gender identity
• Use affirmative language rather than words with exclusionary histories
• Try to summarize what the other person is saying in class in your head before responding

INCLUSIVITY

Students with medically recognized and documented disabilities and who are in need of special accom-
modation have an obligation to notify the University of their needs. Students in need of accommodation 
should contact the Office of Disability Support Services (x7206). If you need course adaptations or ac-
commodations because of a disability, if you have emergency medical information, or if you need special 
arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as 
possible. The Office of Disability Support Services website contains more information: https://www.plu.
edu/dss/.

ACCOMMODATIONS

There are numerous “all gender” bathrooms throughout the PLU campus available to students. There is 
one in Ingram Hall, located in the west hallway. More information on locations is available here: https://
www.plu.edu/gender-equity/resources/trans-and-gender-nonconforming-resources/all-gender-restrooms/.

“ALL GENDER” BATHROOMS

I am a mandatory reporter under Title IX. This means that if you disclose sexual misconduct, sexual ha-
rassment, or sexual assault to me related to the Pacific Lutheran University community, I must report it to 
Campus Safety, Students Rights and Responsibilities, Human Resources, and/or a member of the Univer-
sity Dispute Resolution Committee. If you would like to confidentially submit a disclosure, meaning one 
that does not activate Mandatory Reporting, you can do so via the following resources:
Advocacy Services in Center for Gender Equity (https://www.plu.edu/genderequity/advocacy-services/ or 
253-538-6304)
PLU Health Center (http://www.plu.edu/health-center/ or 253-535-7337),
PLU Counseling Center (https://www.plu.edu/counseling/ or 253-535-7206)
PLU University Pastor (https://www.plu.edu/campus-ministry/staff/ or 253-535-7464)

TITLE IX

If you are undocumented, PLU offers you a number of resources through the Diversity Center: https://
www.plu.edu/undocumented-students/. You should never feel that you have to disclose your status to 
anyone, especially if this disclosure puts you at risk.

SUPPORT FOR UNDOCUMENTED STUDENTS
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COURSE SCHEDULE (1)
Note: The schedule is subject to change.

Date Topic Readings Assignments

W  09/05
Introduction to the Course: 

What Communication 
Brings to the Table

--- ---

VOCABULARY

F  09/07 Gender/Sex and Identity
Judith Butler, “Performative Acts and 

Gender Constitution”; Jeanne Maglaty, 
“When Did Girls Start Wearing Pink?”

---

M  09/10 Sexuality Hanne Blank, “Introduction: Sexual 
Disorientation,” in Straight ---

W   9/12 Intersectionality

Patricia Hill Collins and Sirma Bilge, 
“What is Intersectionality?” (pp. 

1-30), in Intersectionality

Watch: “WTF is Intersectional
Feminism???” MTV Braless (4 mins)

Assignment Due: 
Journal Entry #1

F  09/14 #metoo and the F word 
(Feminism)

Gillian B. White, “The Glaring Blind 
Spot of the ‘Me Too’ Movement,” The 

Atlantic
---

“Marsha P. Johnson and Sylvia Rivera at Gay Pride Parade”
(c) Leonard Fink, 1973

CONTINUED.. . .
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COURSE SCHEDULE (2)

M  09/17 Militant Rhetoric SCUM Manifesto, Valerie Solanas 
(entire text) ---

W  09/19 Trans* Feminisms Jack Halberstam, “Trans* Femi-
nisms,” from Trans*

Assignment Due:
Journal Entry #2

MEDIA

F  09/21
Hegemonic Masculinity in 
Media / Discussion of Final 
Gender Video Assignment

Casey Ryan Kelly, “The Man-
pocalypse”

Watch: “Masculinity in Popular Cul-
ture,” Representation Project (5 mins)

M  09/24 TBD* *Students Choose the Reading ---

W  09/26
Skills Workshop: Video 
Production & Finding 

Materials
---

Assignment Due: 
Journal Entry #3

Class Meets in 
Computer Lab

F  09/28 Hollywood (The Gaze and 
Bechdel Test)

bell hooks, “The Oppositional Gaze: 
Black Female Spectators,” in Black 

Looks

Assignment Due:
Topic Selection for 

Final Video (email to 
me by start of class)

M  10/01

Guest Lecture by
Professor Kristyn
Goldberg: Female 

Celebrity and Monstrosity

TBD ---

W  10/03 Lab: Representations of 
Gender in Public Politics ---

Assignment Due: 
Journal Entry #4

Class Meets in 
Computer Lab

F  10/05 Media and Politics
/ Discuss Research Proposal

Listen: Episode “Hillary,” from Call 
Your Girlfriend Podcast (50 minutes)

*Reminder for 10/06: 
Senate Debate (not 

required, but strongly 
encouraged)

CONTINUED.. . .
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COURSE SCHEDULE (3)

INSTITUTIONS

M  10/08
Education: Safety, Privacy, 

and Publicity / Check-in 
About Journals

Kendall Gerdes, “Trauma, Trigger 
Warnings, and the Rhetoric of 

Sensitivity”

Watch: Emma Sulkowicz, “Carry 
That Weight,” Columbia Daily Spec-

tator (4 mins)

---

W  10/10 Religion

Lindsay Tomac, Editorial, March 
8, 1996, The Mooring Mast (PLU’s 

student newspaper); Suzanna Danuta 
Walters, “An Incomplete Rainbow,” 

Chronicle of Higher Education

Assignment Due: 
Journal Entry #5

F  10/12 Skills Workshop: Sound 
Editing ---

Assignment Due:
Analysis of Gender in 

Senate Debate 
Coverage

Class Meets in 
Computer Lab

M 10/15 TBD* *Students Choose the Reading ---

W  10/17
Family, Motherhood, and 
Neoliberalism / Check-in 
About Research Proposal

Natalie Fixmer-Oraiz, “Contemplat-
ing Homeland Maternity”

Assignment Due:
Journal Entry #6

F 10/19 No Class: Fall Break --- ---

M  10/22 The Military and the Nation
Jasbir Puar, “Abu Ghraib and US 

Sexual Exceptionalism,” in Terrorist 
Assemblages

---

W  10/24 Work and Microaggressions

Robin Boylorn, “Working While 
Black: 10 Racial Microaggressions 

Experienced in the Workplace,” 
Crunk Feminist Collective

Watch: “How Do You Respond to Mi-
croaggressions?” LISTEN Campaign, 

PLU (5 mins)

Assignment Due:
Journal Entry #7

F  10/26 Lab: Representations of
the American Home ---

Assignment Due: 
Research Proposal for 

Final Video

Class Meets in 
Computer Lab

CONTINUED.. . . 10



COURSE SCHEDULE (4)

THE BODY

M  10/29 Dadbods and Fat Bods
Listen: Episode “‘Where Do You Get 
Your Confidence?’” from She’s All 

Fat Podcast (40 minutes)
---

W  10/31 Halloween and Slut
Shaming

Emily Shire, “In Defense of Slut-O-
Ween,” The Daily Beast; Lara Ruth-
erford-Morrison, “8 Ways You Were 
Unconsciously Conditioned to Slut 

Shame as a Child,” Bustle

Assignment Due: 
Journal Entry #8

F  11/02 Tears

Robin DiAngelo, “The Result: White 
Fragility” (pp. 107-114) and “White 
Women’s Tears” (pp. 131-138), in 

White Fragility

---

M 11/05 Work on Final Videos
In Class ---

Assignment Due: 
Journal Entry #9 

Class Meets in 
Computer Lab

W  11/07 No Class: Professor at 
Conference --- ---

F  11/09 No Class: Professor at 
Conference --- ---

M 11/12 Queer Disabled Politics and 
Bathrooms

Chess, et. al, “Calling All Bathroom 
Revolutionaries!” ---

W  11/14 TBD* *Students Choose the Reading

Assignment Due: 
PISSAR Bathroom 

Survey (found at end 
of Chess, et. al. article 

from 11/07)

F  11/16 Guest Lecture Dr.
Lamiyah Bahrainwala

Lamiyah Bahrainwala, “When 
Terrorists Play Ball” ---

M  11/19 Workshop: Self Care --- Assignment Due: 
Journal Entry #10

W-F  
11/21-
11/23

No Class: Thanksgiving 
Break --- ---

CONTINUED.. . .
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COURSE SCHEDULE (5)

COURSE WRAP-UP

M  11/26 Work on Final Video
Projects in Class --- Class Meets in 

Computer Lab

W  11/28 Peer Review ---

Assignment Due: 
Draft of Final Video

Class Meets in 
Computer Lab

F  11/30 Peer Review --- Class Meets in 
Computer Lab

M  12/03 Watch Final Video Drafts 
and Discuss --- ---

W  12/05 Watch Final Video Drafts 
and Discuss --- ---

F  12/07 Final Discussion: Wrap-
Up & Debriefing ---

Videos Due by Class: 
Upload to YouTube 

Class Page

I am indebted to Peter Ehrenhaus, Justin Eckstein, Lamiyah Bahrainwala, Valerie Renagar, Erin Rand, 
and Isaac West for assignments and readings from their syllabi.

CITATIONAL ETHICS
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